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Visit TO A ROMAN TEMPLE, 
EXTRACT FROM MY NOTE BOOK. 


December 25th, 1834.—Curistmas Day.—The Romanists, 
beginning to rear their heads in this city, and to attract public 
attention, induced some of the brethren to accompany me to 
their Temple, in order to witness their devotions on this annual 
festival of their Religion. They have a very handsome Fane, 
capped with a cupola, which sustains a gilded cross, the un1- 
VERSAL MARK Of their architectural and spiritual establishments, 
in every part of the world. Is one to be ordained a priest, the 
palm of his right hand must be signed with the sign of the cross; 
has he to read a homily, it must be prefaced with the sign of the 
cross, and “in the name of God, &c. Amen;” must a babe be 
rhantized at the rhantismal font, his face must be sprinkled with 
“holy water,” and his “forehead” signed with the sign of the 
eross—faithfully illustrating that passage in the Apocalypse (ch. 
xiii. 16) where it says, that the “’T'wo Hornep Beast” “causes 
ail, both small and great, to receive THE MARK On their RIGHT 
HAND, or on their FOREHEADS; and that no one (priest) should 
be able to buy or sell (teach religion or officiate in religious mat- 
ters for money) but one who has the mark.” We were forcibly 
reminded of this remarkable prediction by the exhibitions we 
witnessed within this “consecrated house of God;” or as we 
should term it, Temprte or Anticnrist. From the furniture 
of the “altar” we imagined ourselves in a lady’s dressing room, 
decked out with. artificial flowers, vases, and wax candles; in 
which our conceptions were much heightened by the lady-tike 
appearance of “his holiness” the priest. On entering the Tem- 
7», the first thing that attracts you is “the altar,” enclosed’ by 
semicircular rails, lined with “scarlet”—THE COLOR OF THE BEAST. 
This enclosure* constitutes “the most holy place,” to which none 
have access, save the priest ahd his boys. The bench, called 
the altar, is painted and inseribed with the initials I. H. 8, which 
signifies Jesu Hominum Satvaror, i.e. Jesus the Saviour of men. 
Through the middle of the H, there is a cross. The altar, un- 
like all altars of olden time, is neither of earth, stone, brass, nor 











* This corresponds to the “adytum” or secret place in the heathen tem- 
eygeere none but priests entered; it was universally revered. Ces. B. 
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gold, but of wood—a fit emblem of the perishableness of the 
superstition that sanctifies it. It is elevated some two or three 
feet above the floor of the Temple, and ascended to by as many 
steps. It is covered with a cloth, and sustains six wax candles 
with their sticks, about eight feet high; a sort of sacellum or 
little wooden box, like a miniature temple, on the top of which 
is a crucifix with a gilded image* called a Jesus; four painted 
glass vases filled wit artificial flowerst (so we judge, at least, 
for we saw some like them at “the feast of the assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin”)—a golden (silver gilded) cup, a wooden 
stand with a large printed book, &c. &c. Such are the para- 
phernaha, or “sacred things” of this “sacred” article; behind 
and above which, 1s a victure of a female, mourning over the 
body of a dead map. ‘They do not worship this, they only re- 

gard it with reverence, and bow their heads and knees, and cross 
themselves when they think of them whom it represents!! We 
happen, however, to know that the Pagans made the same ex- 
euse when charged with adoring the statues or images of Ju- 
piter and others 1700 years ago. ‘Enlightened Romanists” 

may deny it; but the Scriptures teach us that adoration and 
worship consist in aetions, their mental reservations to the con- 
trary notwithstanding. On the left of the altar as you enter, is 
the rostrum, very much like a fluted tub with the bottom knocked 
out and turned upside down, commonly called a pulpit or “‘sa- 
cred desk,” within the adytum templi or most holy place, into 
which none but his reverence is permitted to enter. It stands 

on a columnar pedestal, and is entered by a door from the top 
of a stair case. When we arrived the choir wa’ in full opera- 
tion. ‘The organ, the organist, a vocalist, and bellows blower 
were hard at it, toning, piping, and blasting the praises of the 
“infant Jesus.”t This is called a part of divine worship, but 
how far bellows blowing and organ tuning is divine worship | 
leave others tosay. However muc); the quartette named praised 

God, not one of the assembly, whieh was large, can be said to 
have done so, for they were all as mute as the dumb. Certain 
anthems occupied much time—the “Hosanna in excelsis,” and 
the ““Venite adoramus” would have elicited praise in a drawing 
room: butin this Roman temple we had Hosannas in excelsis 
usque ad tedium even to weariness. ‘The most ludicrous part 
of the performance was the relation which his holiness or his 
reverence, sustained to the whole. But ] must first describe his 
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* The Pagan like the Papal temples abounded in images, or represents- 
tions of gods. 


t The Pagan altars used to be adorned with flowers, and bound with 
woollen fillets. Ovid. Trist. ii. 13, 15; Prop. iv. 6, 6. 


t Livy, a Roman historian and a Pagan, informs us, that various kinds 
ef musicians, called tibicines, tubicines, fidicines, &c. were — im 
the “divine worship” of Romanism in his day. Liv. ix, 30 
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adress. While engaged about the altar, in genuflexing, crucial- 
ging, censing, 2ad offering the “unbloody sacrifice”—he wore 
pextihis culottes et veste a white* robe of lawn, with a deep 
founce. of figured lace, and ruffles at the wrist. Suspended 
fromthe back of his neck, and crossing over his breast, and 
the passing under a belt, was a long, narrow band; “the mys- 
tery” of which I know not. Over his left arm hung a brachial 
(iknow not what vther name to give it, for it is all “mystery”) 
to which was attached something of the same texture in the 
fotmof a lady’s reticule, with a cross painted thereon. Over 
allywas a large white satin scapulary (?) lined with yellow of 
the same, with a hole in the top for his head (not “his tail,” as 
Dr. Porsont would say)—for his head “to pass through;” so that 
the whole affair was suspended “fore and aft” upona pair of 
broad shoulders; covering the chest and inferior members be- 
fore, ant’ back behind, as low down as the superior margin of 
the ounce. Upon this was painted a large cross, the stem of 
which corresponded to the spmnalis dorsi, and the cross piece to 
the apices humerorum of his reverence. ‘This broad mark was 
adorned with bunches of purple grapes, roses, leaves, and lilies.t 
Is not this cross to represent the fact of Jesus carrying his cross 
upon his shoulders to the place of execution? If so it is a mi- 
serable device; for he who bears the image cross in no one item 
resembles that divine personage; nor does his tawdry picture of 
the “accurseD TREE” (the Romanists call it “HOLY cross”) 
bear the least likeness to the original. Such was the dress of 
our “holy priest,” who, but for his head, like the capital of a 
column giving character to its order, would pass very well for 
wlady; and when he took the “Gorpen cur” in his hand, were 


* In the Pagan sacrifices it was requisite that those who offered them 
should come to the altar chaste, and pure, and dressed in ichite robes, which 
was thought most acceptable to the god whom they worshipped.” Those 
Who sacrificed to the celestial gods were clothed in white und: prayed with 
the palms of their hands raised to heaven; and those who prayed to the 
inferrial deities were CLOTHED IN BLACK and prayed with their palms turned 
downward. The body was also spRINKLED WITH WATER, Whata m pe 

t 








_ parallel between the Pagan, Papal, and Protestant clergy. A Pagan pri 
when he prays and offers sacrifice to heaven above must be clothed in W 
robes, so must the Papal, and Protestant Episcopal priests, when theyiread 
prayers, and offer the “unbloody sacrifice” at “communion; but whemthe 
Pagan prays to the spirits beneath and officiates with the swinish multitude— 
“the laity’’—he must be sprinkled with holy water, and be arrayed in black 
robes; so must the Protestant and Papal priests when they leave the altar, 
and ascend the “sacred desk,” be invested with a black robe or gown, or a 
black suit of clothes—the regimentals of the clergy of every name and de- 
nomination of Antichrist. 

t In the “Devil’s walk through London.” 


t The Pagan priests used to be decorated with such leaves and flowers 
» as they supposed the god they worshipped would be pleased with; so grapes 
« yielding, wine, the rose of Sharon, and the lilies of the valley the Romanists 
conceive to be most acceptable to the god they adore! 
B 2 
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forcibly reminded of the “woman” in the Apocalypse “sitting 
upon the scarxLet beast” with a GOLDEN cup in her hand. Rey. 
xvii. He was attended by certain serving boys’ dressed in white, 
with scarerf tippets. During these anthems, then, his reye- 
rence took up his position on the east side of the altar where 
he kneeled with arms folded across his breast, under the pec- 
toral of his scapulary. The boys, who “assisted in performir 

the sacred rites” were stationed on their knees opposite the altar, 
with their heads inclined towards the floor. ‘Toa mind enlight- 
ened by the Scriptures of truth, this mockery of divine things 
appeared pitiable and ridiculous. ‘The warbling of the vocalists 
and the devoteeism of the priest and his boys, had a je ne sais 
quoi—a something in it so infinitely absurd, that I could scarcely 
imagine them to be any thing more than automata, or mere ma- 
chines under the influence of the grand adversary of mankind; 
who had set up these pantomimie exhibitions under the name 
of christianity, to render the pure, holy, and intellectual religion 
of Jesus contemptible in the eyes of mortals. Having knelt in 
one position for nearly thirty minutes, without moving head or 
arm, his reverence rose and proceeded to exhibit at the altar. 
Having mancuvred there a while, he ascended the rostrum 
with a book resting on his hands and inclined against his breast. 
This he deposited on the “sacred desk,” and having crossed 
himself, he muttered something “in the name of God, Amen.” 
He read a passage from Luke, about the nativity, and offered 
some ré;narks ftom the book before him on the same. We were 
informed that Gabriel told the Blessed Virgin, that she was cho- 
sen to be the co-operatrix in the world’s redemption—the mother 
of her God! He quoted a saying of the “holy doctor,” John 
Chrysostom; who speaking of this day (Christmas) said, a God 
from heaven had descended to earth, and man had been raised 
to heaven! He said that if Jesus were not the eternal God, 
then he was an impostor! He spoke of the stone cut out of the 
mountains, and of the ancient empires which had risen, dazzled 
like meteors, and decayed, but all ushered into being to prepare 
the way for the Messiah. He told us of the twelve illiterate 
fishermen he had chosen, and to whom he said “Go” , we 





* The Pagan pnests who had children, employed them to assist in per- 
forming the sacred rites: but those who had none procured freeborn boys 
to serve them until the age of puberty. Dionys. ii. 24. 


t+ Scarlet, purple, fine white linen, and black were the colors by which 
the Pagan priests were decbrated according to their rank and the occasion. 
The robes of the augurs, or the priests who explained omens, according to 
Servius, were made of purple and scarlet (er purpura ef cocco mixtum:) 
so the Papal augurs, or Catholic priests, and their camilli or serving boys 
are decorated with scarlet. On Whit-Monday I visited the Cathedral at 
Baltimore, where the Y opratw ie was covered with a scarlet robe from 
neck to flounce, like the garment abovementioned, with as large a cross, 
only inwrought with gold or something like it. 
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expected he was about to proclaim the Gospel, by announcing 
Messiah’s message to the world, that he who believes and is bap- 
tized shall be saved; but no!—like his brother priests of the harlot 
gectarian churches, which have sprung from his own mother 
church—he av@ided the declaration, and continued—‘Go inte 
all the world, heal the sick, and raise the dead. Behold! I send 
forth as sheep amidst wolves, they will deliver you to coun- 

cils and scourge you, for as they have persecuted me they will 
persecute you!” Having ended, he descended to the altar, and 
after reinst.ting his scapulary or sacred cloak, he proceeded to 
offer the ‘“‘unbluody sacrifice” of the mass. There was a good 
deal of slight of hand in this performance—a sort of pious le- 
gerdemain well calculated to amuse the boys by whom he was 
attended. While the preparation of the chalice was in process, 
the people were entertained from the organ loft by a “magnifi- 
cat,” or something of the sort. This prevented their patience 
from being exhausted, which must have been the case, had they 
been obliged to sit like Quakers, while his reverence was con- 
ecocting his religious confectionary for their adoration. Pocule 
accepto having taken the cup he approached one of the boys 
with a scarlet tippet, who presented him with two phials, out of 
which he poured something red, and colorless, into the golden 
chalice; he then returned to the altar, which he had previously 
fumigated with incense froma silver censor.* Having deposited 
the cup, he bowed his body and touched the altar with his lips, 
and turning in a semicircle to the people, raised his hands, and 
said in.a low tone ‘“‘ovamus!” or let us pray. ‘There wasa good 
deal of bowing and touching the altar, and muttering in Latin, 
$0 indistinctly that we could only occasionally catch a word or 
so. His reverence was very unpolite, for his back was turned 
upon us most of the time. This perhaps is expedient, for who, 
be he priest or layman, having regard to his understanding, 
would like to perform such mountebankism in the face of an “in- 
telligent audience” ia a “Protestant country,” in the “enlight- 
ened 19th century” The cross was signed over the chalice, 
and the “words of consecration”— Hic est sanguis meus novt 
federis, qui pro multis effunditur in remissionem peccatorum— 
this is my blood of the new institution, which is shed for many 
for the remission of sins,—pronounced; so that under the form 
of the mixture, whatever it was, “Jesus Christ became really 
pomens upon the altar!” .(Def: Cath: Princ: p.63.) ‘The priest 
ving thus by a few words, made his god, elevated him ina 
cup above his head, of which notice was given by the tingling 
of a bell by one of the scarlet liveried serving boys,—that the 





* The Pagan priests used an instrument in their worship called a thuribu- 
lum or censor, for burning incense; also.sinyulum a cup used in libations, 


t Those among the Pagans who prayed iegeeed touched the altars or 
the knees of the ent of the gods. Liv. v. 21. , 
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people might adore him; this he did twice, and then swallowed 
him in the presence of his worshippers!!! Having drained the 
cup to the dregs, he rinsed it with more composition, which he 
drank, and then wiped out the chalice dry with a napkin. The 
sacrifice being finished, and his reverence having purified his 
fingers and placed the cup under the corporal, uttered certaiy 
prayers, and then dismissed the people.* 

Such was the Christianized Paganism exhibited before the 
community on Christmas Day. I have nothing extenuated, nor 
have I set down aught in malice, but simply chronicled the af. 
fair in the spirit of truth and of impartial observation. Other 
witnesses can corroborate the facts, which I have recorded to the 
best of my recollection. If the Rev. Tim. O’Brien thinks the 
truth has not been told; let him send me his discourse, and his 
own account, and I will publish them both in the Advocate. | 
am open to correction; at the same time, let him not think to 
smuggle Romanism into the metropolis of Virginia, unobserved; 
for so long as I have a pen to write and a paper to publish, | 
will not fail to expose to public view the abominations of his re- 
ligion. We doubt not his superstition will gain many followers, 
for the ignorance of the Protestant community renders them an 
easy prey to any delusion. But it shall not be wanting on our 
part, to endeavor, at least, to open their eyes to the absurdities 
of Romanism, as well as of their own more modern faiths. ‘The 
sects have at length become so very charitable to each other, 
conscious as they must be of their own fallibility, that there re- 
mains among them not one to testify against the corruptions of 
Antichrist. What, therefore, would be the state of Richmond, 
if there were not some valiant enough to lay hold on their beards 
and smite them to their face? Which of the sects, we ask, dares 
to stand up in the presence of the rest, and contend for the New 
Testament, and Apostolic doctrine alone? Where now are the 
Anabaptists who formerly bearded the whole antichristian world’ 
‘A voice answers their testimony lives, but the Baptists are dead 
and their “bodies lie unburied in the platea of the great city.” 
Yes, their testimony still lives, but it lives not with them: they 
aré fast amalgamating with Antichrist, and WE have taken up 
the witness. Faithful, therefore, to our trust, we fear neither 
man hor demons, and with the Sacred Writings inscribed on 
our hearts and understandings, we denounce every sect, a8 a 
limb of Antichrist, that is not founded on the belief of the ONE 
FACT, that Jesus or Nazaretu is THE Curist THE SON oF 
tHe Living Gopn—that does not acknowledge the ONE. IN- 
STITUTION,—“Ivmersion IN THE NAME OF Jesus CHRIST 





* When the Pagan sacrifices were finished, the priest having washed his 
fyands, and uttered certain prayers, again made a libation, and’ then the 
a were dismissed in a set form: Ixicer or ire lice-—you may depatt. 

m. Antiq. p. 313. 
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foR THE REMISSION OF siIns’—and that does not observe all the 
ordinances and commandments of the Lord, or receives bgp 
statutes, or decrees from any others than the Apostles of the Lord 
and Saviour. We ask quarter from none; yet we offer the right 
hand of fellowship and fraternal affection to every son and 
daughter of Adam, who, renouncing the mysteries of Antichrist, 
will submit to the benign government of Jesus alone. If we 
are heretics and profess “damnable errors” why do not our op- 
ponents, who pretend such an ardent “love for souls”—who are 
draining the people’s pockets to raise money for “‘perishing sin- 
ners,” both at home and abroad—why, we ask, do they not try 
to rescue us from that pit of destruction into which they say we 
are hastening? Are we not of equal value with the Hottentot 
or Burman, or are we below the scale of intelligence, and there- 
fore, beyond redemption? Ah! methinks, there is “more cry than 
wool”—there is no novelty or romance in trying to convert us, 
and that the love of money outweighs the love of souls! It 
must be se, the Gentiles have become a sapless branch, and from 
The Scarlet Mother herself down to her remotcst offspring, the 
way of truth is evil spoken of through the hypocrisy and de- 
ceitfulness of liars! ‘Thanks be to God, who has given us the 
victory over our own prejudices! We know the truth, we love 
the truth, we glory in the truth, and dare—aye! and we will 
maintain it. Epiror. 









ONE OF THE DEVIL’S DEVICES, 

How often do we hear of “Christians,” of high standing for 
niety among their own sect, in relating their own “experience” 
or telling their clergyman “what God has done for their souls,”— 
having recourse to the following heathen expedient to obtain 
comfort or consolation: —‘Ah! sir,” says deponent to the “Pas- 
tor,” “I am often afflicted with doubts and fears, so that, if it 
was not I had ‘felt so good’ once, I should despair of heaven or 
of ever having my sins forgiven.” ‘Well, well,” replies the 
holy priest, “don’t despond, for your very doubts and fears are an 
evidential of your being a christian—-I have no faith in that man’s te. 
christianity who never doubts!” ‘Oh! yes, so I have often been : 
told, that if I would get to Mount Zion I must go through ‘Doubt- if 
ing Castle;’ and Bro. B. says, that the best way of finding out a. § 
my true state, is to take the Bible, and let it fall open, and that be. 
the first text my eye fixes on will be the mind of God concern- 
ing me; for he knows many people who have ‘got religion’ in i 
that way. . Upon one occasion I tried this, and the Bible fell 
oper at Matt. ix.—and the first words I saw, were, ‘Son, be of 
good cheer, thy sins are forgiven,’ which, as you may suppose, 
gave me strong consolation.” Our readers, perhaps, are little 
aware that this superstitious practice was very common — 

‘the Pagan Romans. The persons who practised it were cal 
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Sortilegi or Sorcerers. It is Isidorus who applies this name 
to those, who, upon opening any book at random, formed con- 
jectures from the meaning of the first line or passage which hap- 
pened to cast up viii. 9. Thus Pagans and sectarians prove 
themselves in bondage to one and the same Master, who, as 
willing slaves, are led captive at the Devil’s will. 

: Epirtor. 


DOCTOR COX. 
Richmond, Va., April 30th, 1833. 

Dear Sir,—Yesterday, I called at Mr. Wortham’s for the 
purpose of seeing you, but was unfortunately disappointed. 
[t is true, that our acquaintance while co-residents in Hack- 
ney, was a slight one; nevertheless, inasmuch as you num- 
ber in your flock one of my friends, I was desirous of an in- 
terview, that I might learn some particulars concerning him, 
But, sir, this was not my only purpose. Ulterior views were 
the object of my solicitude. An interchange of sentiments 
on the subject of the religion of Jesus Christ, as existing in 
the British dominions and in these United States, constitute 
my general design; which might have been narrowed down 
more particularly to the consideration of its suffering con- 
dition in this country. Upon this subject, I have no reason 
to doubt you would have felt pleasure in conversing; expe- 
rience, however, will not permit one to say this of many who 
call themselves ‘‘ministers of Jesus Christ.” I anticipate 
our inquiry as to the reason prompting me to this purpose. 

t is as follows: Before you landed at New York, I received 
a letter from England, from which I give you the following 
extract, premising that the writer was a preacher of open 
communion Baptist principles. “Before I left England for 
America, I was informed that the Baptist churches are all 
liberal in the United States; judge, then, my dismay when | 
I found that the contrary is the fact. This is the exact pre- 
dicament in which Dr. Cox will find himself amongst his 
Atlantic brethren. The Doctor took leave of .his congrega- 
tion last Lord’s day evening. The declared object of his 
visit to America is ‘to ascertain whether there is that REVIVAL 
OF RELIGION in America which has been represented; or whe- 
ther it has been exaggerated or unduly depreciated: and our 
voyage,’ said the Doctor, (as reported to me,) ‘will be repaid, 
if we can but bring a burning coal from off the American al- 
tar to enliven the altars of Great Britain.’ Most devoutly 
do I pray,” adds the writer, “that the religious intercoprse 
between the two countries, may prove a mutual and lasting 
benefit on both sides of the Atlantic; and far be it from me 
to impugn the discretionary measures of great public bodies; 
but [ cannot but be struck with the melancholy exhibition 
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here given of the internal operations of sectarianism. Within 
only four months, the congregational deputies have returned 
from the States to this metropolis. Their report.is, I pre- 
sume, by this time before the public; and yet Dr. Cox pro- 
fesses himself ignorant of the state of revivals in America! 
if so, how wide must be the line of demarcation between the 
Congregational and Baptist denominations? If otherwise, 
| how little dependance is placed on the accuracy of previous 
observations. The truth is, that sectarian enterprises are 
sometimes, projects of party aggrandizement; not always, 
as the names of Vanderkemp, Carey and Morrison attest. 
It was who heard Dr. Cox. His text was ‘in the 
midst of the seven candlesticks was one like unto the Son of 
| Man.’ He applied it. to all the existing, denominational 
churches as one in Christ. He said that he was going to 
Virginia; that there was to be a meeting there of deputies 
from 4000 Baptist churches; that he hoped to be instrumental 
in accelerating the progress of emancipation from slavery. 
I saw a piece of poetry in the Evangelical Magazine to-day, 
on the return of the former deputation, which represents them 
as hailed by the hearts of thousands! The puffing strain of 
periodicals is really childish.” 

_ Thus, sir, I have laid before you, without curtailment, in- 
| formation which anticipated your arrival a few days. I donot 
design to expatiate upon the subject brieflytouched upon, but 
‘the rather to confine my attention to a few particulars. The 
most important item relates to the so called “revivals of re- 
ligion.” And here permit me to say, that if the embers of the 
“British altars” are dying, the ashes on the American are in 
a state of wild fire combustion. Having been educated in 
the principles of the politico religious sectarianism of Eng- 
land, I can well appreciate your anxiety to translate some 
burning coals from some furnace to enliven the altars of Bri- 
‘tain; but assuredly, if England be sunk in formality, and now 
struggling in articulo mortis religiose—the article of religious 
death— America is fermenting in the carbonaceous fumes of 
mad fanaticism. The cause, sir, is obvious in both instances. 
[tis this—the minds of the people are diverted from the tes- 
timony which God has given of his Son, and fixed apon the 
romantic projects of the age. The ignorance in both coun- 
tries of the contents of the sacred writings, but especially in 
this, among “the orthodox,” as they are termed, is lamenta- 
ble; the consequence is, that the multitude has fallen a prey 
to fanaticism and infidelity. When I first landed in America, 
and attended their camp meetings and revivals, I thought f 
had landed on a new world indeed, whose inhabitants pro- 
fessed a religion entirely different from any thing with which 
I was acquainted, At some of their nocturnal orgies in the 
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woods, I could only figure to myself Bedlam broke loose; so 
frantic were the cries and agonizings of the poor deluded 
creatures. And mark, sir, for every effect there must be an 
adequate cause; but, on these occasions, there was none,— 
The “sermons” preached were of the most childish and pet- 
tifogging description—jejune in the extreme. No testimony 
from the word of God submitted; but in lieu thereof the 
merest old wives fables. I refer you to an “elder” James 
Fife, now in this city, I believe, for a specimen of this preach- 
ing. He will while away an hour in reciting the most lugu- 
brious death bed tales his imagmation can conjure up; and 
this he calls preaching the gospel. The tone of his voice. 
his infernal phraseology, his sobbing enunciation, touch, har- 
row up, and excite the feelings of the unthinking girls, who 
begin to manifest an ebullition of feeling corresponding to his 
eadenzas. The poor blacks, too, begin to sob and wave to 
and fro, like the billows of the ocean—till at length a hub- 
bub bursts forth, to the tune of “I am passing over Jordan, 
will you come along with me,” which, when well sung, is 
eertainly very exciting. All this is called “preaching with 
the Spirit.” This is the crisis. A form is cleared for 
“‘penitents,”’? who are urged to come forward and kneel down, 
that “‘God’s ministers may bear them up in their arms to a 
throne of grace!” From fifteen to twenty or thirty, may be 
seen kneeling, sobbing and agonizing. This form is called 
the “anxious bench.” I have seen in the west, a “‘penfold” 
crowded with men and women promiscuously collected to- 
gether, “praying,” beating their breasts, shouting and jump- 
ing, till at length they have sunk down exhausted, and some 
fall into convulsions. When they are all tranquilized, which 
they soon can be by the word of the preacher, some of them 
profess to have “got religion” and to have been converted.— 
Now, sir, let me ask you were such frantic ravings the con- 
sequence of preaching the gospel in the days of the apostles? 
Did not the Gentiles, on the contrary, rejoice and glorify 
tne word of the Lord? Did the apostles, as the preachers do 
now, entertain the audience with speculations founded upon 
the abstractions of an antiquated divinity—to be found only 
in the musty folios of divines? Or did they not rather de- 
monstrate from the scriptures that the Messiah was necessa- 
rily to be a sufferer; that he should rise from the dead, and 
that the Jesus whom they proclaimed was that very person- 
age? I say, did they not make these items the basis of their 
proclamation, which they sustained by signs and wonders, 
and divers miracles, which Paul calls the “demonstration ol 
the spirit and power?” Did they not announce in every 
place that by Him all might obtain remission of sins, if they 
would believe.and be baptized? You, sir, 1am persuaded, 
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will not attempt to deny this. But what is the practice here? 
Why, we are imposed upon by such absurdities as you, sir, 
as well as myself, heard from the lips of a Mr. Baptist, on 
Saturday night; who seemed more anxious to honor himself 
and his fraternity, by claiming the honors of a call from God 
equal to that of Aaron! than to expound to us the scriptures 
for the obedience of faith. The preachers here call upon us 
to believe the gospel, without telling us what the gospel is; 
to come to Christ, without telling us how tocome! Now, 
they tell us we must believe; then, that we cannot believe, 
and that, if we do not, we shall be damned. With one voiee 
they say “faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God,” and with"the next, that we cannot believe unless 
the same power operates upon us as mightily as it did when 
it raised Christ from the dead! In one sense, indeed, the peo- 
ple cannot believe, because their preachers give them no ¢es- 
mony to believe; now, where there is no testimony there can 
be no faith. This, sir, is the secret of what the orthodox 
call “‘man’s inability to believe.” 

You will doubtless be told of the wonderful prosperity of 
the Baptist denomination in this country. They may appeal 
to numbers. But who that believes our Saviour’s words, 
that “many are called but few chosen,” (because they do not 
obey,) will believe a sect to be prospering because it in- 
creases? Do not the Romanists increase, and is their in- 
crease a sign of their spiritual health? No, sir; the Baptists 
are increasing in wealth and numbers, but they are yearly 
decreasing in INTELLIGENCE. And this intelligence, sir, as 
soon as it manifests itself is proscribed. There are certain 
individuals in this country, whose writings the preachers dare 
not permit their flocks to read. Nay, there sojourns at this 
time in this city, a man named Mason, who says that if one 
of his church were to read A.Campbell’s writings, he would 
excommunicate him! This remark, sir, introduces to your 
notice a class of persons numbering, from Canada to Mis- 
sissippi, about 150,000, the major part of whom were once 
Baptists, who protest against all denominations of anti-Christ, 
but especially against the Baptist denomination, for its apos- 
tacy from the principles of the New Testament. They 
are honored with the cordial hatred of all who prefer the 
traditions of men to those of the apostles and of the 
Saviour. Their names are cast out as evil, and themselves 
charged with the most odioustenets. These persons are said 
to deny the Holy Spirit, because they deny the current nos- 
trums of the sects—that is, their theory of its operation.— 
These disciples are not confined to America; there are many 
in Wales, England, Scotland and Ireland. For your infor- 
mation, I will give you an outline of their faith and practice; 
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and as I am myself an humble individual of their body, I pre- 
sume, you will consider me more competent to inform you of 
our principles than our opponents. 

ell, then, sir, we discard all human creeds and all mere 
human authority in matters of the christian religion. The 
New Testament is our rule of faith, worship, government, 
and life. We interpret it according to its most obvious sense; 
and receive it as a plain and intelligible communication from 
God to all who can see and hear. The sum and substance 
of our faith is this: ‘‘He that believes and is baptized shal} 
be saved” from his past sins, and that eternal life will be con- 
ferred on all “who by perseverance in well doing seek glory, 
honor and immortality,” for without holiness, no man can 
see the Lord. Have you any objection to this? Do you in- 
quire what we believe in particular? I answer, whatever the 
Holy Spirit has caused to be recorded in the Book. Produce, 
therefore, any question in scripture language, and in con- 
nexion with the design of the writer, and we give it a full, 
ready and implicit credence. We renounce all the abstract 
speculations of the schools, we receive all in the concrete. 
Hence, we have two means of knowing the mind of God, 
namely, by precept and by example. We desire, therefore, 
to do whatsoever God commands us, and to follow the ex- 
amples set before us in the New Testament. Our definition 
of a good ehristian is this: He that believes whatsoever God 
tells him in his word, and does whatsoever he commands 
him. As to baptism—we believe you may immerse a mana 
thousand times, but that with all your dipping you cannot 
baptize him unless he is a believer at the time of his im- 
mersion—he must appreciate the value of the blood of Christ, 
as purifying from all sin, as an indispensible pre-requisite to 
a valid baptism. For further explanation on this subject, I 
refer you to the No. 1. Vol. 2. p. 5, of the A. Advocate which 
accompanies this. We believe that it is the Holy Spirit, 
convincing the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judg- 
ment. If you inquire how? We say by the written testi- 
mony he has caused to be handed down to us; and if men 
will not give heed to this, they commit the sin against the 
Holy Spirit, for which there is no remission or means of for- 
giveness, because no more testimony than what is recorded 
will be vouchsafed to convince men of the way of salvation 
till Christ shall come again. They must receive what is al- 
ready given, or none. As to our public worship, we believe 
no worship is divine, unless it can be found by precept or 
example in the New Testament. We find there that the 
disciples met together on the first day of the week to break 
bread or the loaf; we, therefore, do the same. We contribute 
every week as God has prospered us, to the funds of the body; 
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because the christians in the apostolic age didso. We have 
a plurality of elders, overseers, or bishops, generally men of 
plain unsophisticated habits, who minister to their own ne- 
cessities as Paul did. In our church in this city, one isa : 
brickmaker, another a carpenter, a third, a seller of dry goods, 3 ‘ 
: 
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a fourth, a fruiterer, and the fifth, a healer of diseases. We 
esteem a brother for his zeal for the truth, and not for his sta- 
tion in life. Where the churches among us can afford it, 
they sustain evangelists to expound the scriptures to the peo- 
ple of the surrounding country for the obedience of faith.— 
They receive wages that they may labor, but do not labor 
that they may receive wages. All the members of the body j 
of Christ being born into the kingdom free and equal. being it 
all “living stones,” a holy priesthood,” ‘an elect race,” “a 
holy nation,” “a purchased people,” appointed to offer up e5 
“spiritual sacrifices” in his “spiritual temple” ‘“‘most aecep- 4 
table to God through Jesus Christ,’ and also being all in 
common called from darkness into his marvellous hght “to 
declare his perfections, these being our privileges, I say, ac- ‘ 
cording to Peter—we have no need of any clergy or priests : 
manufactured in schools and colleges,—for this plain reason ‘ 
there is nothing for them to do. We leave them to the world ‘ 
from which they derive their renown. “There is one Body, 
one Spirit, one hope of our calling, one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, one God and Father over all, and with all, and in 
us all.” This we believe. The one Body has many mem- 
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bers, but these members are individual believers, and not i 
“existing denominational churches.” If these churches are fy 
the members, doctor, where were they 300 years ago? See- || 
ing they did not exist then, was the church of Christa body =|) 
without members? Or, to elude the difficulty, shall we say, , |) 
that the church of Rome was the body, and the differentde- © ~ 
nominations of monks and friars the members!? 4 
We do not interest ourselves in the “benevolent institu- i 


tions of the day,” as the popular schemes are termed by their 
supporters. The testimony of the prophets shews us the 
world will not be converted to Christ by such means. We 
hear much of Missionary and Education Societies. We go 
a much simpler way to work in these matters, with less noise 
and ostentation. We leave the State institutions to educate 
the people, and we do our best to persuade them to obey the 
Gospel—knowing well, that if we succeed, they will devote 
their learning, energies, and talent to the service of Him 
whom they have confessed. 

As for missions, seeing there are so many heathens at our 
very doors, we prefer to imitate the apostles, and begin at 
home first. But, Sir, we dissent from missionary schemes 
in the aggregate, knowing that they tend to propagate secta- 
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rianism and not the religion of Jesus Christ. For if they 
preach not the gospel at home, as we believe the clergy do 
not, with a solitary exception or so, we are unwilling to give 
the least assistance to propagate such a state of things among 
the heathen. Doctor, before the “denominational churches” 
will succeed in converting the world to Christ, they must be 
themselves converted. They must agree in one. But to 
whom did Jesus say “preach the gospel to every creature?” 
Was it not to his disciples then and there assembled? And 
did they not fulfil the mandate? Paul says, that in his day 
the gospel had been preached to every creature under hea- 
ven, Col. i. 2, 3. The apostles then did execute their com- 
mission, and Jesus, according to his promise, was with THEM 
until the end of the age. And what wait we fornow? The 
annunciation of that which is called the Everlasting Gospel, 
and which immediately precedes the fall of Babylon.—Rey. 
xiv. ‘The apostles preached the gospel, or good news, as a 
witness to all the nations of the Roman earth; but they have 
corrupted it and consequently rejected it. And now the day 
of reckoning is at hand. Mr. Sutton stated, the missiona- 
ries were seven years before they made a convert. Had he 
been engaged all that time among his neighbors, he might 
have made 70 times 7; but in this there would have been no 
romance. Quéery—lIf the apostles with thousands of fellow 
laborers, aided by miraculous powers, did not in 70 years 
succeed in converting the world, how do you suppose, with 
less means and greater difficulties, the moderns can effect it. 
if the gospel, supposing what is preached is such, be almost 
powerless among an intelligent people, who can reason upon 
testimony and discriminate truth; how can it be expected, 
unaided by miracles, to convince the brutalized minds of un- 
tutored savages, who know not how to appreciate testimony? 
while 10 converts are gained in India, 500 are lost in Chris- 
tendom; for as a step is gained there, infidelity advances 
here with the rapidity of the whirlwind. We say that the 
money of the people is profligately expended. To the En- 
glish we would say, direct your converting energy to the 
6,000,000 of Irish Catholics and to the 30,000,000 of Atheis- 
tical French; and to the Americans, gospelize the hundreds 
of thousands of infidels in your own towns and villages.— 
When they shall have done this, the two people may send 
their missionaries to India with some consistency. But this 
never will be effected under the present system. The peo- 
ple must learn to worship God for themselves, their preach- 
ers must learn the gospel, and be started from their “sacred 
desks” into the highways and hedges, and show more of the 
self denying spirit of the Master, than of a luxurious worldly 
ease. We rejoice at the circulation of the Bible, which has 
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been so immensely multiplied by the aliens from the Com- 
monwealth of Israel. Even the wicked and disobedient God 
makes subservient to his will; as in the case before us. But 
sir, we take no part in the society’s operations. Being poor 
in this world, though rich in faith, we economize our means, 
and choose rather, while will-worshippers distribute its ma- 
terial constituents, to go about among our neighbors and fel- 
low mortals to make known its contents for the obedience of 
faith. But, sir, we dissent further from the Baptist denomi- 
nation because of the unholiness of its members. There are 
honorable, right honorable exceptions among them; but ge- 
nerally speaking, and especially in the West, even of Virgi- 
nia, “the Baptists are proverbially loose in their morals” as 
their own prophetsaflirm. See reportof one of the missionaries 
in Kanawha, published in thé Religious Herald of this city. 
My professional experience justifies this statement in relation 
to the blacks, even in this city. Fornication is a cemmon 
vice among them, and hundreds of citizens can testify, that 
when their negroes become Baptists they make worse ser- 
vants than before. From observation, I can say, that for ig- 
norance of the scriptures, worldly-mindedness, and political 
ardor the whites of the flock are not to be surpassed. 
We are neither Calvinists, Arminians, Trinitariaus, Anti- 
nomians, Sandemanians, nor Unitarians, as our uncandid 
opponents, who do not understand our views, affirm. We 
have learned the important lesson—nullius jurare in verba 
magistri—to affirm in the words of no master but Christ.— 
Hence we speak of Bible things in Bible terms, which to 
the moderns sound like a new language. We worship the 
Father through the Son, by the Holy Spirit’s directions~ 
written, and therefore not to be mistaken directions. We 
believe that Jesus Christ is “the effulgence of the glory of 
God, the exact representative of his character’”—the Divine 
Logos by whom the worlds were made—that he is the full- 
ness of the Godhead bodily—God manifest in the flesh—Je- 
hevah the Saviour, as his name implies—the mighty God, 
the Father of the Everlasting Age, the prince of peace—the 
only begotten Son of God, full of grace and truth. Do you 
wish us after this confession, to dive into the labyrinthal ab- 
surdities of homoiousion and homoousion—of Trinitarian- 
ism, Arianism, Sabellianism? Did these isms ever improve 
the hearts or reform the lives of their votaries? Nay, have 
they not drawn the sword and shed the blood of thousands? 
If by their fruits we are to know the truth of dogmas, then 
from such traditions may the good Lord forever deliver us! 
For certain other matters relating to the Baptists in Rich- 
mond, I refer you to the Advocate No. 2, Vol. 1, p. 251, and 
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to ourselves to No, 10, Vol. 1, 223, and No. 1, Vol. 2, p. 16, 
all of which accompany this letter. 

But, sir, you may inquire what prompts me to make these 
communications to you? 1 would also ask a question, What 
prompts you to warn a man of the error of his way, when 
you see him rushing headlong to destruction? I do not wish 
to enlist you as a partisan, which would only place you in 
an unfavorable position at this time, I do not ask you to pro- 
nounce judgment. You come here as an observer, and I trust 
for the honor of truth, as an impartial one. You cannot have 
been a week in Richmond without hearing the most outrage- 
ous fables and traditions concerning us; for these are the 
weapons by which our anti-reforming friends of all sects op- 
pose us. Doctor, there is a peculiarity in this age, which 
distinguishes it from every other since the days of the apos- 
tles; it is this—in every part of the civilized world there is 
a demand, on the part of the people, for a radical reform of 
all the abuses in Church and State; it is as much the cry 
here as in England. Hence the world is divided into re- 
formers and anti-reformers. We take our stand among the 
former class. Those who live by the perpetuation of abuses 
and derive a, party benefit, oppose it; but truth and reforma- 
tion will assuredly triumph. 


You rR OW aAr OCI that in order to arrive at truth, we must 


examine both sides of a question. Another motive, there- 
fore, impelling me to make this communication is, that when 
you shall return to England, even if you disapprobate our 
faith and order, you may yet have a document (from the pen 
of one of us) who is welt known to the brethren from Canada 
to Georgia; and from peculiar circumstances, wel] acquainted 
with the existing state of things:—by which document, you 
will, in your report, be able to state from knowledge and not 
from slanderous and many-tongued rumor—the nature of an 
opposition to American fanaticism, become formidable both 
in numbers and knowledge of the Scriptures. Our writers 
and speakers haye encountered infidels, Baptists, and Baby- 
sprinklers, and put them to the rout, as with a sling and stone, 
in the face of assembled multitudes: and we are yet ready to 
enter the lists with any respectable sectarist who feels dis- 
posed to give us battle. We are not like the orthodox, who 
take refuge in pulpits where the strong arm of the law pro- 
tects them, in the practice of abuse, misrepresentations, and 
unproved assertion, without fear of reply. Let the preachers 
in this city for the next twelve months invite their hearers 
to state objections, and defend them from time to time, and 
I, for one, pledge myself with the New Testament in hand 
(the sword of the Spirit) to make the tour of their churches, 
and before that period shall have elapsed, massacre their 
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traditions, and to shake their craft to its foundation. But, if 
we were to call upon the gentlemen for testimony, as the 
Epicureans and Stoics did upon Paul, we should soon be 
locked up in limbo, and fined some twenty or thirty dollars. 
So fearfully averse are the clergy of this country to free in- 
quiry before the people. 

I should have made another effort at a personal interview, 
but from uncontrollable circumstances. This letter is dated 
the day of my departure for the vicinity of North Carolina. 
[ have left it with a brother, who will deliver it with the 
numbers of the Advocate referred to. The oceasion of my 
journey will be found in the falling to pieces of the Baptist 
denomination in Lunenburg, Mecklenburg, Nottoway, Prince 
Edward, and Amelia. Several churches in these counties 
have renounced the traditions of men, and desire to consti- 
tute themselves on the basis of the New Testament. I go 
to afford them my humble but determined assistance. Han- 
nibal swore eternal enmity to the Romans, but, I better dis- 
posed to my fellow men, vow no hatred to their persons, 
though I have declared a mortal, uncompromising strife, 
against their traditions, and tottering institutions. I shall 
be absent about fifteen days, when I fear you will have taken 
your departure; I could like to have requested you, viva voce, 
to bear my regards to Messrs. Huxtable and George Lowe; 
but in lieu, thereof, 1 would convey them thus. I do not 
write this letter confidentially. We are a straight forward, 
and above board sort of people; we court the light, because 
we know we have the truth. I retain a copy of it, which 
will appear in the June number of the Apostolic Advocate. 
I shall have pleasure in forwarding you a few copies, as I 
intend to do some Baptist friends in England. As the Ad- 
vocate is taken by some 150 persons in Richmond, and con- 
sequently read by many more, from divers motives, it will 
be extensively perused here. We have no secrets—‘‘He who 
obeys the truth, comes to the light, that it may be manifest 
that his actions are agreeable to God.” So says Jesus and 
so we believe. 

In conclusion, | would observe, that American Baptism is 
dittle better than immersed Presbyterianism. Indeed, they 
recognize one another as brethren m Christ, though a are 
inconsistent enough to deny one another the rights of fellow- 


ship. They pretend to believe they will all go to heaven— 
the same heaven—and yet they cannot sit together at the 
same table. We believe that open communionism is a spe- 
cies of religious scepticism; but I refer now to their ac cnow- 
ledged traditions. The faith alone and do-nothing-sy stem is 
the order of the day among the sects of this country. But 
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Presbyterians have their session and the Baptists their spe- 
cial church meetings—the former have their Presbyteries, 
the latter their Associations—the former their Synods, the 
latter their General Associations—and the Presbyterians 
their General Assemblies, the Baptists their T'riennial 
Conventions! Introduce open communion, and what pre- 
vents their coalition? Nothing but the spirit of party. These 
assemblies are all unknown to the New Testament, conse- 
quently they are all the usurpers of the rights and privileges 
of the congregation of Jesus, which is the pillar and the 
support of the truth. When I go into their synagogues, I feel 
more in the midst of a sanhedrim of Scribes, Pharisees, and 
Elders, than any where else. Instead of seeing an assembly 
of brethren guietly and unostentatiously settling their affairs, 
[ observe a collection of well dressed gentlemen from all 
parts of the world, and I hear them uttering the most child- 
ish, unconnected and contradictory small talk, to the perfect 
bewilderment of all common sense andrational people. A\l- 
ready you cannot help observing how little the preachers of 
this country use the Scriptures when attempting to instruct 
the people, The Bible is nothing more than a mere text 
book in their hands. 

On Tuesday night, with the exception of Mr. Sutton’s con- 
cluding remarks, you must have been penetrated with the ut- 
ter imbecility and inappropriateness of the addresses of the 
Orators; who may truly be called much-ado-about-nothing 
speakers. ‘The opening prayer, too! Did you ever hear such 
a fashionable, nay theatric concatenation of verbiage? Can 
you think, Doctor, that all can be right as now existing? I 
am persuaded you cannot. Dead and formal as the Baptist 
Religion is in England, there is this redeeming property in 
the sect, they are more moral. and more intelligent in the 


sab aly. which gives a decided superiority over their 


brethren here. 

Finally, accept this communication in the spirit, and with 
all the good will and good feeling with which it is accompa- 
nied. And though you may possibly dissent from many 
things herein contained, and perhaps be disposed to pro- 
nounce me a heretic, nevertheless let us agree to difler.— 
What men call heresy, in these degenerate days, is far more 
honorable to the individual, than all the applause of “ortho- 
doxy.” I would rather lose my head in the cause of the al- 
leged heresy we profess, than to be placed on the tottering 
throne of England at the demise of her king. 

“Multitudes are no mark, that you will right be found, 
A few were saved in the Ark--for many millions drowned, 


Obey the gospel call, and enter while you may, 
Christ’s flock has long been small, but none are safe but they.”’. 


I] subscribe myself yours faithfully, Joun Tuomas. 
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THE THIRD EPISTLE OF PETER, 
TO THE PREACHERS AND RULERS OF CONGREGATIONS. 
A Looking Glass for the Clergy. 


One of the best proofs that a prophecy is what it purports 
to be, is its exact fulfilment. Ifthis rule be adopted im rela- 
tion to the “Third Epistle of Peter,” there can be no doubt 
that it was written in the true spirit of prophecy. Wethought 


| it worthy of being preserved, and have therefore given it a 
place in this work.— Ed. C. B. 


PREFACE. 


How the following epistle came to be overlooked by the 
early saints of christendom and by all the Fathers, or whe- 
ther it was purposely suppressed by the Council of Nice, and 
why it was at last destined to be found with other old manu- 
scripts among the ruins of an ancient city by a miserable 
wandering Monk, are all cireumstances which my limited 
knowledge of these subjects does not enable me to explain: 
I am answerable only for the accuracy of the translation from 
a French copy presented by the Monk himself. Neither can 
I prove the authenticity of the original, unless it be on the 
strict correspondence of the actual state of the church with ¥§ 
the injunctions contained in the epistle, a correspondence 
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which seems to hold with as much veracity as that which is i 
found in the fulfilment of any prophecy with the prediction [7 
itself, TRANSLATION. = | 
CHAPTER I. iy 

ili ie 

The Styleand Manner of Living. } ‘ 

Now ye who are called and chosen to go forth to all na- @) 


‘ 
tions and among all people, in time present and time tocome, | “i " 
to preach the word, see ye take unto be ibe marks, nay fF 
many outward marks, whereby ye shall be known of men. Fy) 

Be ye not called as men are called; but be ye called Pope, 7) 
Archbishop, Archdeacon, or Divine, or Reverend and Right i 2 
Reverend, or some like holy name; so may youshow forth (7) 





‘ 
your honor and your calling. i : 
‘And let your dwelling places be houses of splendorand § ~ 
edifices of cost; and let your doors be decked with plates of #) 
brass, and let your names, even your reverend titles be gra- |) 
ven thereon; so shall it be as a sign. a 
Let your garments in which you minister be garments not |) 
as the garments of men, neither let them be “seamless gar- © 
ments woven throughout,” but let them be’ robes of richest 
silk and robes of fine linen, of curious device and of costly 
workmanship; and have ye robes of black and robes of white © 
that ye may change the one for the other; so shall ye show §F 
forth wisdom and humility. 
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Let your fare be sumptuous, not plain and frugal as the 
fare of the husbandman who tilleth the ground; but live ye 
on the fat of the land, taking “good heed for the morrow and 
wherewithal ye shall be fed.” 

And drink ye of the wines of the vintage brought from afar, 
and wines of great price; then shall the light of your spirits 
be the light of your cowntendances,and your faces shall be 
bright, even as the morning sun shall your faces glow in 
brightness, thus shall ye show forth your moderation and 
your temperance in all things. 

Let the houses in which you preach be called churches, 
and let them be built in manner of great ornament without, 
and adorned with much cost within: with rich pillars and 
paints, and with fine altars and pedestals and urns of pre- 
cious stones, and cloths and velvet of scarlet, and vessels of 
silver. 

And let there be rooms for the changing of robes, and 
places for the precious metals and mitres, 

And let the houses be divided into seats for the congrega- 
tion, and let every man know his own seat; and let the first 
séats in front of the altar be for the rich that pay by thou- 
sands, and the next for the poorer that pay by hundreds; and 


the last for those that pay by tens. And let the poor man sit 
behind the door. 


And let the seats be garnished with cushings and crimson 
cloth, and with fine velvet; for if the houses of players and 
vain people who deal in idle sayings and shows of mockery, 
be rich and gorgeous, how much more so should be the houses 
that are dedicated to him “that is meek and lowly of spirit.” 


CHAPTER IL 
The Choosing of Ministers. 


When ye go out to choose holy ones to be of your breth- 
ren, and to minister at the altar, choose ye from among the 
youth, even those whose judgments are not yet ripe, and 
whose hearts know not yet whether they incline to God or 
Mammon. 

But ye are wise, and ye shall know the inclining of their 
future spirits, and ye shall make them incline to the good 
things which the church hath in store for them that are 
called, even those that shall be called of you. 

Then shall ye have them taught exceeding many things. 
They shall not be as “ignorant fishermen,” or husbandmen, 
ot men speaking one tongue, and serving God only by the 
knowledge of this law. , : 

Nay, ye shall make them wise in the things of your wis- 
dom; yea exceedingly cunning in many mysteries, even the 
mysteries which you teach. 
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Then shall they be fitted for the “laying on of hands,” and 
when the bishop hath done his office then shall they be rev- 
erend divines. 

But if- any man believe that he is called of God to speak 
to his brethren “without money and without price,” though 
his soul be bowed to the will of the Father, and though he 
work all righteousness, and ‘“‘speak as with the tongue of an 
angel”—if he be not made a Divine by your rulers and by the 
hands of a bishop, then is he not a divine, nor shall he preach. 

He that is chosen of yow shall give you honor, and shall 


be honored of men, and honored of women; and verily he ex- 
pects his reward, 


CHAPTER III. 
The Performance of Preaching. 


When ye go to the church to preach, go not by the retired 
way where go those that would shun the crowd, but go in 
the highway where go the multitude, and see that ye have 
on the robes of black, and take heed that your pace be mea- 
sured well, and that your march be stately. 

Then shall your “hearts be lifted up,” even as the hearts 
of mighty men shall they be liftedup. And ye shall be gazed 
upon by the multitude, and they shall honor you; and the 
men shall praise you, and the women shall glorify you, even 
by the women shall ye be glorified. 

And when you goin, go notas the ordained, prepared only 
with a soul to God and with a heart to men, and a spirit filled 
with the ey Ghost; but go ye with your pockets full of pa- 
pers and full of divine words: even in your pockets shall 
your divinity be. 

And let your sermon be full of “the enticing words of 
man’s wisdom,” and let it be beautiful with just divisions, 
with tropes, and with metaphors, and with hyperbole, and 
apostrophe, and with interrogation, and with acclamation, and 
with syllogisms, and with sophisms, and throughout let de- 
clamation be. 

And take good heed to your attitudes and your gestures, 
knowing when to bend and when to erect, when to lift your 
nent hand and when your left, and let your motions be grace- 
ful, even in your attitudes and in your gestures let your 
grace be. Thus shall ye be pleasing in the eyes of the peo- 
ple and graceful in their sight. : 

Let your voice at times be smooth as the stream of the val- 
ley and soft as the breeze that waves not the bough on its 
bank; and at times let it swell like the wave of the ocean, or 
like the whirlwind on the mountain top. 

Then shall ye charm the ears of your hearers and their 
hearts shall be softened, and their minds shall be astounded, 
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and their souls shall incline unto ‘you; and the men shall in- 
cline unto you, and likewise the women; yea, unto your say- 
ihgs’and-unto your persons shall they be inclined. 

And be’ye mindful not to offend the people; rebuke ye not 
their sins; but when ye rebuke sin, rebuke it at a distance: 
and let no man apply your sayings to his own case; so shal! 
he not be offended. 

If a brother shall raise up the banner of war against a bro- 
ther, and christians against christians, rebuke them not; but 
be some of you on the one side and some on the other; and 
tell the one host that God is on their side, and the other host 
that he is on their side; so make them bold to kill. And even 
among swords and lancets let your black tobes be seen. 

Preach ye not “Peace on earth and good will to men,” but 
preach ye glory to the victor and victory to the brave. 

If any man go into a foreign land and seize upon his fel- 
low man, across the great deep into bondage; nay, if he tear 
asunder the dearest ties of nature, the tenderest leagues of the 
human heart, if he tear the wife from the husband, and force 
the struggling infant from its mother’s bleeding breast, rebuke 
him not! 

And although he sell them in foreign slavery to toil be- 
neath thé lash all their days, tell him not that his doings are 
of Antichrist: for lo he is rich and giveth unto’ the Church: 
and is esteemed pious, so shall ye not offend him, lest per@d- 
venture he withdraw himself from your flock. 

Teach them to believe that you have the care of their souls, 
ahd that the saving mysteries are for your explaining; and 
When you explain your mysteries, encompass them round 
about with words as with a bright veil, so bright that through 
it nO man can see. , 

And lo! ye shall'bind the judgments of men, (and more 
especially of women,) as with a band of iron; and ye shall 
make them blind in the midst of light, even as the ow} is 
blind in the noon day sun; and behold ye shall! lead them 
captive to your reverend wills. 


CHAPTER IV. 
The Clergy’s Reward. 


‘In all your gettings” get money! Now, therefore, when 
ye go forth on your ministerial journey, go where there are 
silver and gold, and where each man will pay according to 
his measure. For vérily I say ye must get your reward. 

Go ye not forth as those that have been sent, “without two 
coats, without gold or silver, or brass in their purses; without 
scrip for their journey, or shoes, or staves;” but go ye forth 
in the good things of this: world. 

And when ye shall hear of a church that is vaeant and 
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hath no one to preach therein, then be'that a call unto you, 
and be ye mindful of the call, and take ye chargeof the floc 
thereof and of the fleece thereof, even of the golden fleece, 

And when ye shall have ese your flock, and shall know 
-of another call, and if the flock be greater or rather if the 
fleece be greater, then greater be also unto yon the call,— 
Then shall ye leave your old flock, and of the new flock 
shall ye take the charge. 

Those who have “freely received let them “freely give,” 
and let not men have your words “without money nor with- 
out price,” but bargain ye for hundreds and bargain for thou- 
sands, even for thousands of silver and gold shall ye bargain, 

And over and aboye the price for which ye have sold your 
service, take ye also gifts, and be mindful to. refuse none, 
saying, “Lo! | have enough!” but receive gifts from) them 
that go in chariots, and from them that feed flocks, and from 
them that earn their morsel by the sweat of their brow. 

Yea, take ye gifts of all, and take them in gold and in sil- 
yer, and in bread; in wine and in oil; in raiment and in fine 
linen, 

And the more that the people give you the more will they 
honor you; for they shall believe that ‘‘in giving to you the 
are giving to the Lord;” for behold their sight shall be taken 
from them, and they shall be blind as bats, and “shall know 
not what they do.” 

And ye shall wax richer and richer, and grow greater and 
greater, and you shall be lifted up in your own sight, and ex- 
alted in the eyes of the multitude; and lucre shall be no 
longer filthy in your sight. And verily ye have your reward. 

In doing these things ye shall never fail. And may abun- 
dance of gold and silver and bank notes, and corn and wool, 
and flax, and spirits and wine, and land be multiplied unto 
you, both now and hereafter. Amen.— Christian Baptist. 





ANECDOTE. 
A certain gentleman, member of the Baptist denomination 
in Richmond, and of electioneering notoriety, fell from a 
window and fractured one of his bones, by which he was 
confined to his bed. Soon after this unfortunate incident, 
the Baptists met from all parts of the world (worldly Bap- 


tists shall we call them?) in Triennial Convention. One of 


their first meetings was a “ministerial prayer meeting,” for 
the descent of the “Holy Ghost.’ Many “divines”. w@re 
present; who, being “called of God as Aaron was,”(!) it was 
fair to infer had great credit in heaven. ‘To this assembly, 
then, Mr. applied by message, for an imterest in its 
prayers. As compliance with this request cost nothing, it 
was readily granted, and “the Reverend” ——~ Montague was 
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deputed to perform the ceremony. “O Lord,” said he, “grant 
that he may come to a knowledge of the truth, and be con- 
verted from the error of his ways!” 


Query.—If Mr. —— has not come to a knowledge of the 
truth, what business has he in the Ist Baptist church, which 
pretends to be a church of Christ? And to what ways did 
the “Reverend Divine” allude—had he heard of his activity 
in hauling waggon loads of semi-drunken voters to the polls’? 
We doubt not of the propriety of the prayer, believing it to 
be very applicable to the case, but what would Mr. have 
said to you, Mr. Montague, had he been at your elbow when 
you charged him with such flagrant delinquencies in your 
petitions? Ps Epiror. 


NOTICES OF MEETINGS FOR THREE DAYS. 

At Ruppahannock, Essex, beginning the Saturday before Whitsun- 
day, June 7. 

At Mount Gilboa, Louisa, beginning Saturday before Whitsunday. 

At Grafton Church, York, beginning Friday before Whitsunday. 

At Antioch, Caroline, an annual meeting, the second Lord’s Day in 
August. ; 

Having promised to be at Rappahannock before the other notices 
came to hand [ must be there. I must Visit the other places at some 
future time, » Epitor. 


RECEIPTS. 
For Vou, t.— Miller's, Essex. W. Wright, W. Davis. Sandy River 


Church, P. E. Dr. Dejernette for B. Bennett, R. Bowmen, J. L. Crute, 
A. Day, Mrs Doswell, N. Fowlkes, T. B. McGehee. E B. Miller, A. 
C. Pool, J. Phiiips, F. W. Robertson, J. Rowlett, T. E. Sevtt, J. Scott, 
J. M. Taylor, Capt. Vaughan, 8S. H. Wootton, T. B. Wootton, E. A. 
Fowlkes, J. Scofield. Lancaster, Garrard, Ky. B. F. Graham, $5, 

For Vou. u.—Caswell, N. C.; A. Congleton. Richmond; J. Boot- 
wright. Stanardsville, Va; J. Muse. Orange Springs; J. Lindsay, 
J. Andersen. Walkerton, Va.; W.Tompkins. Miller's, Fssex; W. 
S. Croxton. Dunsville; P.Trible,M.Garnett. Bovwler's; R Sowell, 
J. Richards, J. P. Derieux, E. M. Ware $3. Dover Mills; G. Redford. 
Lebanon, Wilson, Tennessee; W. UH. Willeford $5. Nashri'le, Tenn ; 
J. Harding $30 00, for W. P. Bowers, J. Nesselman, G. Harding, J. 
Topp, C. Lawrence, 8. B. Davidson, J. H. Smith, L. Joslin, B. Giese, 
J. Vaughan, J, Woodward, L. P. Cheatham, R. H. Alison, S. Atkin- 
son, W. Henry, J. D. March, M. Usery, M. Walton, S. Harkrider, 
J. F. Harkrider, J. Demoss, W. Williams, T. Scott, W. Newson, F. 
McGavock, R. Page, T. Osborn, J. Chickring, A. Dermoss J. Cloyd, 
B.Pricket, T. Brown, W.G. Harding, H. Alison, J. Harding, 
AlEichboum. Pantego, NV. C.; T. 2 Catiem, for Volume | and 2, 
Christiansburg, Va.; J. Havens, D. ong Cicero, N. Y.; H. 
Joslin. Nolt , Va.; T. H. Fowlkes $5, for J. M. Jeter, J. Cole, 
J. H. Hardy. J. Powell, and self. Petersburg; T. B. Watkins. 


‘ 


NEW AGENTS. 
Wyliesburg, Charlotte; J. Ingram. Nottoway, Va; T. 8. Fowlkes. 














